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whole of the sound doctrine in its parity* Toe dinger to ( " the function of infallible authority, m such, is to pre- 



which they were to be exposed was that of falling away 
from the truth. This danger was to be avoided by watch 
rag. and prayer and pastoral supervision, and by them 
alone. Dr. Murray goes still further, and concludes that 
a reference to an infallible tribunal in this case would 
hate been not only unnecessary but positively mischiev- 
ous; inasmuch as it would contradict St. Paul's own as- 
sertion that he had himself faithfully and fully instructed 
them in the truth. Lastly, Dr. Murray rttortt the Pro- 
testant Archbishop's argument. There was, he observes, 
an infallible authority — that of St. Paul and the other 
inspired Apostles — actually living, speaking, teaching, de- 
fining, explaining, at the very time when the dangers 
spoken of were likely to occur and did occur. But St. 
Paul did not refer to this infallible authority as a means 
of providing against the dangers. Therefore, he did not 
think it necessary to refer to an infallible authority. 

Such, sir, is Dr. Murray's conclusive (as it seems to 
vie) refutation of Dr. Whately's much talked of, and, 
I admit, very ingenious, argument against infallibility. 
I trust you will redeem the pledge you have so often 
given of opening your pages to all fair discussion, and 
point out, if you can, any Han in Dr. Murray's reason- 
ing. 

I remain, Sir, your obedient servant, 

Ah Ibquirer. 



We gladly insert the foregoing letter, and did not need 
a reference to the pledge we have so often given to induce 
us to do so. We should be ashamed of having assumed 
the position we hold, if there were any one who could 
justly charge us with having evaded any fair discussion 
which came within the legitimate limits of the objects of 
our journal; and we think none more legitimately falls 
within them than the question of the asserted infallibi- 
lity of the Church, on which we think, with our corres- 
pondent, that the controversy between Protestants and 
Roman Catholics mainly hinges. Once prove that asserted 
infallibility, ah'd all the rest of her teachings follows of 
course. Once reject it, and all the rest of her doctrines i 
fall with it, save so far as they, or any of them, may be ! 
capable of independent proof, distinct from 



i serve, definevprapose,teeen sonnd doctrine, -and proscribe 
erroneous doctrine,"" aitsdt by our correspondent! onntmns 
within itself : the nafutatioa of hie wbeto argu men t. For 
if one of thte functions of %n infallible authority, as such, 
be to preserve sound doctrine, recourse totha* infallible 
authority would be at least a part {and if so, surely a 
most important part) of the mesas of overcoming the 
danger of falling away from the truth aad losing the 
grace of faith, which it was his object to guard them 
against. To be consistent with Dr. Murray's argument, 
his sentence should' have run thus :—" The function of 
infallible authority, as snob, is not to preserve, but to de- 
fine, propose, teach, tie." Is it not, therefor*, we ask, 
plain that Dr. Murray is obliged either to exclude " pre- 
serving sound doctrine" from the functions of an infallible 
Church, as ha virtually does in this argument, or to admit 
that his reply to Archbishop' Whately is inconclusive an.l 
illogical ? We called on, and still call on. Dr. Murray to 
answer this plain question — does the function of an 
infallible authority, as such, include or exclude the pre- 
serving sonnd doctrine ! And upon what authority does 
he so define it either one way or the other? Moreover, 
by Dr. Murray's definition, it also is part of the functions 
of infallible authority to " proscribe erroneous doctrine ;'' 
and if that be so, would not such an infallible tribunal, 
authorised to teach sound doctrine, and proscribe erro- 
neous doctrines, have-been obviously the most effectual, 
if it b« not the only effectual preservative (as Roman 
Catholics usually conceive it to be), against "falling away 
from the tintb," and therefore such a means of preserving 
truth as St. Paul could not have been silent about when 
warning thts Ephesians against the perils lie described ? 
Whence were those perils to come ? Not, be it remem- 
bered, from open or undisguised heretics, as gratuitously 
assumed by Dr. Murray, but from disguised and unsus- 
pected heretics — "wolves in sheep's clothing," '-false 
apostles and deceitful workers, who would transform 
themselves into apostles ot Christ," even as "Satan 
transformed himself into an angel of light," and who 
were to arise from their own body("of your own selves"), 
and speak perverse things. It was against these that he 
exhorted them to "watch," and what means could 
have been so proper to detect these disguised heretics as 
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authority of the Church of Rome asserting them. 

_ Our correspondent says Dr. Murray's answer to Arch- I that same infallible tribunal, whose function it is to 
bishop Whately's celebrated argument appears to him ' proscribe erroneous doctrine, and expose and punish 
to be conclusive, and asks us to point out, if we can, any t heresy ? And yet St. Paul is wholly silent concerning it. 



flaw in Dr. M.'s reasonings. 

We think 1 we have already done so in No. 9 of our 
journal ; and although our answer to Dr. Murray's essay 
was published so far back as the month of September, 
1852, and the R-v. Dr. Murray's attention was specially 
called to it (through the medium of his publisher, Gerald 
Bellew, 7!), Grafton-street, Dublin, to whom we applied for 
permission to reprint Dr. M uiTay's essay verbatim be-fore we 
replied to it ), ice are not aware that Dr. Murray has ever 
attempted to reply to our answer, though we know our 
readers — Roman Catholics as well as Protestant— ard«n% 
desired that he should have done so. 

As, however, others beside our present correspondent 
may require to' have their memories refreshed upon the 
subject, we jfindly avail ourselves of the opportunity 
brieHyto recapitulate the flaws in Dr. Murray's argument 
which we then pointed out, and which we believe proved 
that it was riti+efutation of Archbishop Whately's reason- 
ing, but, on'the contrary, one of the most explicit aban- 
donments of'the asserted necessity for an infallible Church 
to be found ih'the writings of any Roman Catholic divine. 
We cannot.'witbin the limited space at our command, 
repeat in full, or, perhaps, make sufficiently clear, all 
that (we liunr.hly conceive) we demonstrated in our 
article of September, 185'j ; but if our correspondent, or 
any other df'onr readers interested in the subject, will 
take the trouble of referring to our 1st vol., pp. 102-104, 
we think they will admit that what we then said deserved 
attention, even from the Professor of Dogmatic and Moral 
Theol. gy in *he Koyal College of Maynooth. 

We showed, among other thinas, that it is an error to 
suppose that St. Paul was exclusively addressing the 
aiders at Miletus, who had enjoyed the benefit of bis own 
infallible teaching, or that he was merely cautioning them 
against a specific danger which was to occur immediately, 
OT shortly after his departure, without reference to their 
successorsas well as themselves. We think we proved 
that both St. Paul, who spoke, and St. Luke, who recorded 
ij e * norti, t' on > considered that, in addressing these 
elders on their duty after bis removal, he was laving down 
maxims to regulate both them and their successors. It 
was the duty of "the ancients of the Church" not 
Only to teach the laity, but to continue their own order ; 
and as he was now leaving his last legacy of warn- 
ing to a permanent body of teachers, for their direc- 
tion, under very dangerous circumstances, and in a 
lime of persecution, when some changes in the members 
or that body mi-ht speedily be looked for, it would be 
strange if 'his mind had not viewed them under this 
aspect, and .addressed in thein their successors also, who 
would noHmve the same advantages of »«r«onaUeacliing 
™™ .'"^f^ 1 Apostles; and, therefore, vera strange if, 
«£,,"" 5" - r saeh circumstances to such a body, he 
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We also showed that Dr. Murray's own definition, that 



Willi every word that Dr. .Murray has said about 
" watching and praying, and pastoral supervision," we 
cordially agree, and have no doubt that Archbishop 
Whately, and all sound Protestant divines, would do so 
too ; but it is, certainly, a new and bold thing for a Unman 
Catholic divi-ie to assert that watchfulness aod prayer 
are the means, and the sole means, of " preserving the 
treasure of sound doctrine when once possessed." If this 
be so, an infallible authority is unnecessary for the trans- 
mission of divine truth, and, therefore, no longer re- 
quisite, even as a means for the prevention of di-ipnres 
and detection of heresy— a conclusion at variance with 
all other Koman Catholic teachings, and which we can 
never believe will be adopted by that Church, whose chief 
boast and pride it is that by its infallibility, and that alone, 
unity can be secured and heresies prevented. The Irish 
Roman Catholic Church may, indeed, be induced to wiuk 
at Dr. Murray's argument, as a convenient mode of reply 
to a difficult Protestant objection; but we cannot think 
the Roman Catholic laity (including, we presume, our re- 
spected correspondent ) will consider that they derive much 
benefit in following the teaching of an infallible guide, 
if they should be once convinced by Dr. Murray that they 
must, after all, still rely exclusively on watchfulness and 
prayer as the sole means of continuing in the true' faith, 
just as if they were Protestants, and had no such infallible 
guide to trust to as a preservative against error. 

We shall be exceedingly glad to hear again from our in- 
telligent correspondent, especially if he will previously read 
and considerthewholeargumentas given in onrSeptember 
number, 1852, a copy of which he can readily procure at the 
publishers. We can assure him, we are sincerely anxious 
to discover if there really be any infallible guide on earth, 
and ready and willing to follow it, if we could only be 
shown sufficient proof that it exists, and where to find it. 
He may, therefore, feel secure of our honest and hearty co 
operation in his " Search after infallibility." Let us both in 
the meantime earnestly watch and pray, that we may be 
led by the Holy Spirit in such seaich, and not allowed to 
fall into the latal delusion of mistaking the teaching of 
fallible man for that oftheinfallibleguide for which weare 
searching. 



THE REOEMPrORiSTS' CATECHISM. 

TO THE KDITOB OF THE CATHOLIC LAYMAN. 

Sir, — A'low me to call yonr attention to a little book 
called. The Short CatechUin, or " What every Christian 
must Know," which seems to accompany the Redetnp- 
torist Fathers wherever thev wander through our land. 
It is from i he pen of the " Rev. J. Furniss, priest of the 
Congregation of the Most Holy Redeemer." For whose 
use it is intended is avowed in the following extw.ot, 
from a notice in its first paite : — " • TneShort Catechism, 
or What every Christian must Know,' containing exactly 
what the Church commands everyone to know, might 
be useful for children, who have not yet learned these 



Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghost." 

3. " God the Son ; Jesus 
Christ, took a body and soul, 
and died on the cross for 
our sins.'' 

4. God " will make" the 
good happy for ever in 
Heaven : He will burn the 
wicked " fo)r ever in Hell." 



things ; alio for groT^HW persons, who go to confcwidt 
without that knowledge vrhten 1? »P Cet »a ry for the sacra, 
meats; alio for lay persons, to j£str«ct ^"JaaoraBt." 
That this book is of authority, will not te guestionett oy" 
those in communion with the See of Rome, wfisa on ita, 
last page they read—" Imprimatur P A.DXUS CULLES 

ABCHIEriSCOPUB L>0BLIHEN8IS." 

This book ought to interest every Irishman ; for it 
is used to instruct the ignorant of our native land 
whether children or grown up persons. What if the 
ignorant are found teaching the ignorant! the blind the 
blind 1 What, if the instruction in this catechism be 
much of it essential error, directly opposed to the teach, 
ing of the Holy Spirit contained in Holy Scripture. 
Permit me to remark on a little of much that is most 
objectionable in so small a hook. 

'•Every Christian, by the command of the Church 
must know at least— 1. The four great truths of Faith.' 
2. The Sacraments; at least baptism, confession, and 
the blessed sacrament 3. The commandments of God 
and the Church. 4. The prayers; Our Father Hail 
Mary, and the Creed, or I Believe.— See St. Ah.lionsui 
Liguori." — page 3. 

The moral character of the Redemptorist teaching, ap- 
proved by Dr. Culleu, may be ascertained by comparing 
the four great truths of Faith, p. 3, with what purports 
to be a repetition of them in p. 29, That we may see 
whether they are in these pages the same, in substance at 
least, if not in words, let us put them in contrast, as set 
forth in each of these pages : 

P. 3.— 1. " One God." P.29.— 1. « I believe that 

2. " Three persons; the you are one God in three 
persons; the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghost." 

2. "I believe that God 
the Son, Jesus Christ, took 
a body and soul, and died 
on the cross for our sins." 

3. "I believe that you 
will make the good happy 
for ever in Heaven, and 
burn the wicked in HelL" 

4. " / believe all the Ca- 
tholic Church leaches; and 
in (his blessed faith, with 
your help, I will live and 
die. 

There Is a very palpable difference between these two 
rule9 of Faith. The four great truths of Faith set forth 
p. 3 we find in the Holy Scriptures, and in the Ca- 
tholic summaries of Faith, the ancient creeds ; but in 
p. 29, anew, an immense, an increasing tenet— found not 
in Holy Scripture, and, therefore, not embodied in the 
ancient creeds— has been sub-introduced as a part of 
" the four great truths necessary for the salvation of 
your soul," binding every one to believe •' all things de- 
livered, defined, and declared by the sacred canons and 
general councils, an I particularly by the holy Council 
of Trent." Yea, more, the new creed of Pius IV., a.d. 
15ft*i and since 8th December, 1854. the no vel doctrine 
of tt|eImmacul<iteConcepiion ! Now, how many Roman 
Catholics have ever heard, known, or believed all things 
contained in this new tenet. " I believe all the (Roman) 
Catholic Church teaches." " Faith cometh by hearing," 
and as the mass of Romanists never heard, therefore, 
according to St. Paul, they cannot believe these things. 
Happy for them ; for they are not ancient truth, but 
modern error, though taught by Redemptori-*t Fathers, 
and sanctioned by an Apostolic Delegate. At all times, 
such innovations were eschewed by ail who "were per- 
severing in the doctrine of the Apostles." 

The examination of " conscience on the command- 
ments" (p. 7) needs special notice. If conscience be 
blind, or dead, or misguided in regard of God's com- 
mandments, may not most fatal results ensue ? Passing 
over the fearful mutilation of Gods commandments 
(p. 5), weare astounded by the teaching "on oaths." 
•' A witness (p. 43) in a court of justice is commonly 
obliged to tell the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth." Hut witnesses (p. Ill are taught how to escape 
the obligation of an oath, and yet appear to take it ! 
When they " swear on the book .... so help me 
God," if they "do not mean to take an oath, then these 
words are not oaths!!" No jury, where Redemp- 
torist teaching prevails, can know if witnesses are really 
sworn ; no sovereign, whether her Roman Catholic sub- 
jects take the oath of allegiance ; the foundations of 
society and civil government are undermined among 
men, and " an oath for confirmation' - ceases to be " the 
end of all their controversy." The hard cross-swearing 
which disgraces Irish courts is row a solved problem. 
Witnesses "do not mean to take an oath;" they there- 
fore are not perjured, they only lie ! ! 

Servile Work. — I. It is a sin to work on Sundays and 
holidays ; 2. It is a mortal sin to work for about two 
hours or two hours and a-half. It is not servile work 
to write, or teach, or draw, or sing, or play music, or 
travel. If a person does on a Sunday what is not servile 
work, it is not a sin to ie jaid for it. (pp. 1'2, 13). 

" Remember thou keep noty the Sabbath day." " In it 

" Kom. 10 c. 17 v. 'Acta 3 c. 4i v. 

* Tfae-moral doctrines or the examination are those of Sl A. Llgoori, 
Sliort. Cat, p. 1. 

•> Hub. 6, 16. • Prov. c. JO, v. 8, 0. / Eph. 0. 4, r. Y, 8. 
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-»«tt f&alt 36 no work," says the Bibje , But you 
wrai Rome. ftU be not eerv"^ «Ij |» « mortal lift 
2?* «* ibo nt *r;« hours'' («.«., at ferrtle work). 
wonr _, «aen, a minute less and you dd hot commit 
«I«SrW%iu; bit if you are fbrtMate enough to be i 
*erf*fficrr, lawyer, attorney 4 , telcher, you are not en- 
fr&ged in servile work, and therefore you may toil all 
Sunday (except mass time) as hard as you like, and you 
are keeping holy the Sabbath day! Teach dancing, 
singing, &c., aid ydu Kee£ a perpetual Sabbath. A 
mechanic might ask "(if tie dare), why is it a mortal sin 
to work two hours at graving an image, while his neigh- 
bour keeps holy the Sabbath in spending ten hours at 
drawing a pictnre ? 

Thereisnosin " inbuyingor selling, if there is any cus- 
tom allowed by the bishop" p. 12. Holy Scripture (2 Es- 
dras c. xiii., v. 15-17), in regard to sellers and buyers on 
the Sabbath, condemns them of " profaning the Sabbath 
day." The unscriptural distinction between servile and 
unservile works was not yet invented, nor did the high 
priest of that day know that he could dispense with the 
keeping the commandments of God ! 

" Thou shalt not steal." That circumstances of dis- 
tress and the want of the necessaries of life do not make 
stealing a Christian duty, or an act of indifference, is 
clear from Holy Scripture. In it we read, "Give me 
neither beggary nor riches; give me only the neces- 
saries of life ; lest, being compelled by poverty, I should 
steal, and forswear the name of my God." While from 
the New Testament we learn, " He that stole, let him 
steal no more." No exception was taught by the Holy 
Ghost to those holy men whom He inspired; but a 
Bedemptorist Father, sanctioned with the imprimatur of 
the Most Bev. Dr. Cullen, teaches that " steal no more" 
is not a Christian duty at all times; for "if a person 
was almost dying of hunger and took only what waB 
necessary to save him," such stealing is not sin ! ! — p. 20. 
" It is a venial sin to steal a little : it is a mortal sin 
to steal much. For example, to steal from a workman 
a day's wages, or to steal less from a poorer man, or more 
from a richer man. (If you steal from different per- 
sons it needs half as much again for a mortal sin, 
and the same if you steal at different times; if you steal 
from different persons as well as at different times, it 
needsdoubIethesum)"p. 20. If you steala halfpenny less 
than the day's wages, you commit only a venial sin, you 
are in a state of grace still ; if you stole that halfpenny 
then you would have lost your soul. But at another 
time in the day you may steal not only the halfpenny, 
but half as much as you stole before, and you are still 
in a state of grace ; while you are a great gainer by 
thus dividing the thefts 1 ! 

" It is a sin to mix something with what yon sell — 
for example, water with any liquor — excrpt there is a 
custom of doing it, or it is necessary in order to gain a 

SEASONABLE PBOFIT." — p. 21. 

The aptness of Irish scholars may be learned from an 
incident at K — rh Petty Sessions lately. A retailer, 
charged with having on transit to his honse, without 
permit, more than a gallon of whiskey, proved in de- 
fence his purchase of only a gallon ; but explained to 
the bench that, after purchase and payment, a few 
glasses of water were added at his request, that he 
might say to his customers, " I give it as I got it." He 
knew it was no sin to sell grog as whiskey, bat he did 
not like others to possess his knowledge! He knew 
how to gain a reasonable profit ! ! 

"Night Prayers." "Hail Mary" is among those 
things necessary to salvation which every Christian 
must know — p. 3. If we cannot enter heaven without 
knowing it now, neither could the Christians of the first 
four centuries. But Bishop Doyle puts the date of the 
existence of this prayer, as Roman Catholics now use 
it, so far beyond a doubt, that we learn from him that 
for about four hundred years after the Christian era the 
Church could not have used it. The Apostles went to 
heaven, and the martyrs and confessors — they knew it 
not! The modern Church of Rome says you must 
know it ; the ancient Church of Home did not say so — 
" When you are in bed (p. 35) say, Jesus, Mary, and 
Joseph, I give you my heart and soul; and then, if you 
die in the night, how glad you will be if you have given 
your soul to Jesus." " In these three hearts (of Jesus, 
of Mary, and of Joseph) I put my trust" — p. 39. If a 
professing Christian offers the piecemeal gift of his soul 
to Jesus, a woman, and a man, in common — is it not 
to be feared that if he died in the night he would die in 
condemnation ? " My son, give me thine heart," is the 
demand of Jesus ; the Romanist response is, " Yea, 
Lord, I will divide it between thee and two creatures ; 
for the Church teaches contrary to thy demand. I must 
obey her rather than God." Let the writer of the Short 
Catechism remember the words of God — " Cursed is the 
man that trusteth in man and maketh flesh his arm, 
and whose heart departeth from the Lord." "Blessed 
is he that trusteth (not in the Lord in conjunction with 
a woman and a man, but) in the Lord." He that per- 
severes to the end to trust in the Lord is pronounced 
" bkssed" by the imprimatur of the Spirit of God ; he 
that perseveres to the end to give his heart and soul to 
God and two creatures in common has the " imprimatur 
PauLus Cullen, Archiepiscopus Dublinensis." 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, Enoch Heli. 
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HOLY WELLS; 

' TO IBB BDIWU 0* IB* CATHOLIC W*KJ0*. 

Sot,— I was much surprised tome time age to see a 
(poor rheumatic wattes on her knees at a holy well, as 
St la called, honing, sa I was told, to receive a cure after 
having duly performed certain devotions there. I had 
been under the impression that there was little resort 
now to such places, and that their character for sanctity 
and supernatural virtue had passed away. 

Perhaps, Mr. Editor, some of your subscribers or 
readers might be able to give the public an account in 
your columns, if you would give insertion to their state- 
ments, of the holy welts, or other places of like character in 
their neighbourhoods; of the legends connected with 
them ; the virtues for which they are famed ; the enras or 
other remarkable .benefits said to be derived from them, 
and the ceremonies or devotions practised at them. 

I should hope it is unnecessary for me to suggest that 
in any such statements we should use the language of 
pity, and of the most tender pity, rather than that of 
scorn. If we know a surer and better way — thatof trusting 
to the true fountain of living waters — let us praise Him 
who has made us to differ, and earnestly beseech Him to 
reclaim to Himself those who in ignorance hew out for 
themselves broken cisterns that can hold no water. — I 
am, sir, your obedient servant, Q. R. C. 

ST. JOHN'S WELL, 

TO THE EDITOR OP THE CATHOLIC LAYMAN. 

Sib, As you have expressed a desire to know some- 
thing about well-worship throughout the country, I think 
it right to tell yon that St. John's well, within four miles 
of Kilkenny, is still resorted to on the Patrons day by 
numbers of sick and infirm persons, who bathe in it and 
drink the water. I happened to be there two years ago 
on the day before the Patron, or pattern day as it is 
called, when they were damning up the stream flowing 
from it, to make a ford for the next day ; we saw fish 
there, and expressed our surprise that they did not at 
tempt to catch them, which they conld easily have done — 
" Is it eat holy fisht" was the reply. My companion 
rejoined — " Don't you drink the water to cure yon, and 
surely if it is a sin to eat the holy fish, it must be an 
equal sin to drink the holy water ?" This seemed to be 
a poser ; for the men made no reply, but went on with 
their preparations — Your obedient servant, 

An Eye Witness. 



POPULAR SUPERSTITIONS. 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE CATHOLIC LAYMAN. 

Sir, — I have been through almost every part of this 
kingdom, but such a place for superstition I have 
never beheld as this. If a man or a child, or any 
of the domestic animals, gets unwell, there is imme- 
diately a messenger dispatched for a bottle of water, from 
either the well of Cam, or the well of Farmon, or to some 
old woman or man for a charm (and there are few dis- 
orders for which they have not one), to cure the sick 
person; or a station to some of the holy wells pro- 
mised ; together with some of the most ridiculous and 
nonsensical recipes, and not all the same, but every person 
has one of his own. And though all such charms and 
superstitious practices are forbidden in their books of 
devotion, they are practised every day, and upon every 
occasion. 

As to holy wells, they are visited for so many pur- 
poses that it would be impossible for me to enumerate 
them all. In the first place, they are visited to make atone- 
ment for sin ; and sometimes they are enjoined by the priest 
by way of penance. Secondly — When a memberofafamily 
is suddenly taken ill, one of the family visits the well, to per- 
form a station for the sick, or promises to do so at some future 
time. If they visit, they bring home, as I have already 
said, a bottle of the water, believing that it possesses the 
miraculous power of healing the sick person ; and if the 
sick recovers, the cure is ascribed to the well — not to God. 
Some, when about to undertake any important business, 
promise a station at some of the wells for its success; and 
they are thus visited in almost every exigency. There is 
a well in the island of Innesglora from which no woman 
could take water, as it was said and believed that the 
water would instantly turn into maggots and corruption 
if a woman attempted to do so, and that it would remain 
in that state till again blessed by the priest. This, after 

my coming to B Castle, I was determined to test, by 

bringing in my wife to lift the water, but was threatened 
with having my house burnedovermyheadiflattempted 

it. Some time after, Captain N came into this place, 

and hearing the tradition of the well, took his sister in- 
law into the island, and she took the water pure, apd the 
well remained the same. 

As to charms, I would not be able to enumerate them 
in a week. There is not a disorder incident to the human 
race for which they have not a charm. The persons who 
have them (and they are many) say the charm will be of 
no force, unless the person making it is paid either more 
or less. They have charms for the teeth, eyes, worms, for 
the ague, king's evil ; and, in short, for every disorder to 
which humanity is liable there is a peculiar oharm, which 
is preserved by the person possessing it, in a bit of tow, 
a bottle of water, or some other substance, and given or 
sent by the person to the sick ; and if it should please the 



Lord to recover that person, the eure is ascribed to the 
charm. In the king's evil, in the place of the king's 
blood, which it is said cures that terrible disorder, 
some old women . have the blood of twelve wren* in a 
little rag, and rub it to the part affected. This latter I 
have 3een used, and was told by the person using it, that 
it was as effectual as the king's blood. 

The popular belief in the miraculous effect of those 
charms is almost universal, even among those who should 
know better, and it would be in vain to contend with the 
people on that point. They have also thousands of old 
wives fables, that it would be impossible to enumerate, 
one of which I beg leave to relate. I was one day on a 
visit, speaking to a number of persons assembled, when 
I happening to mention the twelve Apostles, an old woman 
present asked if I knew how the twelve Apostles came ; 
I answered that they were called by the Lord Jesus 
Christ, one after the other; she told me I knew nothing 
of the matter, but she could tell me, and then related 
the following story: — When the Virgin and her Son were 
begging, they came to lodge in a certain house, and 
were treated well by the man and his wife ; in the morn- 
ing when they were leaving the virgin asked her son te 
do something for them, for their kindness. He said that 
their son would fall from a precipice ; she remonstrated, but 
he continued firm. It happened as be said ; their only son 
fell down a precipice, and his bones were broken to pieces. 
The poor disconsolate mother ran and picked up one of 
her son's bones, ground it to pewder, put it into a little 
box, and said she would keep it as a memorial of him 
during her life. On her way along the precipice she came 
to a cave in the rock inhabited by twelve nnns, of whom 
one was standing at the door of the cave, who asked what 
she had in the box ; she told her, and she called the rest 
of the nuns to see the box. One of them asked her to 
taste the powder ; she said she would not unless they 
would all taste jt ; they all agreed to do so. and the whole 
twelve in due time brought forth the twelve Apostles. 

There is in the island of Inniskea a stone they call 
the Neevoge ( or young, or little saint), which I am almost 
certain is now depended on in some cases more than God 
himself. This stone has been on the island time imme- 
morial, andis almost, if not altogether, worshipped by the 
people. As to the time it came there, or by whom 
brought, I know not ; but some time ago, some captain 
of a ship who landed on the island took and broke it in 
pieces on the beach; after his departure, the islanders 
gathered up the pieces, bound them together with cloth, 
and put a new suit of clothes upon it every year. It is 
said that many miracles are performed by this stone. 
When the wind is unfavourable for the islanders for 
fishing, the Neevoge is placed in a certain position 
on the shore, and in twenty-four hours the wind becomes 
favourable. All this is learned from the islanders them- 
selves. 

Your obedient servant, 

A Reader. 
Erris. 



WHICH ARE THE PRIESTS OR THE BIBLE THE 
STRONGER? 
Mr. Editor, — After mass last Sunday some of us were 
opposite the Protestant church, as the people came out, 
and we seen that most of them had two books in their 
hands. . We knew that one was their book of prayers, bet 
we couldn't tell what the second was. After a while the 
Reader came out, and as he had the two books like the 
rest, we asked him what the second one was. " It's the 
Bible," says he. " What a power of Bibles you must 
have," says Mick, " for even the childer have them.',' 
" Every man, woman, and child that wishes can have 
one," says the Reader; " for, if there's any one too poor 
to buy it the Minister gets it for him free of expense, 
and our clargy are ever and always urging the people te 
get Bibles and bring them to church, for they're not 
afraid to have the doctrines tbey preach tried by that 
book." " That must be true anyhow," says Miok ; "for 
if they preached contrary to the Bible, they wouldn't be 
so eager to give them to you." " But," says the Reader, 
"I seen over a thousand of you going to chapel this 
morning, and not one of you had a Bible. Some bad 
the ' Path to Paradise,' others had the ' Garden of the 
Soul,' and more the ' Key of Heaven ;' but tell me why 
not one amongst you had a Bibie?" "Sura, yourself 
knows right well,'' says Mick, " that we daren't be seen 
with a Bible in our hands; any of us that have thew keep 
them snug under the thatch, but there's little chance of 
our bringing them to chapel." " It's a shame for you," 
says Andy Kelly, " to be talking that way of yopr clargy ; 
sure they have authority from the Word of God for what 
they do." "Stop a while," says the Reader: f ; do your 
priests say that it's from the Bible they get their autho- 
rity?" "To be sure," says Andy; "where else- would 
they get it?" " Well," says the Reader, "if so be that 
the Bible does give them that authority, what harm, would 
it do to let the people look at it?" "Why," says Andy, 
" they wouldn't understand it, so the priests think it better 
to explain it to them." " May I never sin," says, Jerry, 
" but them's the very words of that old limb of an attor- 
ney, when he was robbing Darby Crowly's daughters. 
Poor Darby died in the year of the famine, and bis three 
girls were left by themselves ; for the boys had gone to 
America, so they went to the attorney, and asked about 



